Esther 5  Esther exposes Haman  (Esther ch 7) 
The second night I waited for the king and Haman to come.

The king arrived but there was no sign of Haman. 
Surely he had not forgotten? 

The king’s eunuchs were sent to fetch him. 

He seemed rather distracted, 
as though something significant had happened during the day. 

Again the king asked me what my request was. 

And this time I told him. 

I told him that I and my people were about to be destroyed. 

I told him that our people could have coped with being sold into slavery. 

We had been through that before. 

But we were to be utterly destroyed. 

I told him it would be a loss to him as well. 

The Jews were valuable to him.

They were good workers, astute in business and commerce. 

And they were spread right across his provinces. 

He seemed surprised.  

Surely he knew what Haman had planned. 

He had allowed him to send the letters out. 

They had gone with his seal.  

Perhaps he had not looked at the detail. 

Perhaps he did not realise I was a Jew. 

But he was rightly angry and demanded to know who had done this. 

And this was the moment when I could denounce Haman. 

I wanted to see his face.   

And it worked. 

He was terrified. 

The king was angry and bewildered. 

I think he did not know how to react. 

He excused himself and went out into the garden, 
leaving me alone with Haman. 

It was hardly a wise move. 

Haman knew that I was the only person who could save him from death. 

He begged me, he pleaded with me. 

I was sitting on a couch and he fell on his knees, half on the couch. 

And then the king returned.

You can imagine what he thought.  

It did look a rather compromising position. 

And I had no intention of telling the king otherwise. 

He thought the worst and Haman’s fate was sealed. 

Within moments the king’s servants had carried him away and had him hung on some huge gallows which had appeared that day.  

I learnt afterwards that Haman had had them built, 
intending to have Mordecai hung on them. 

How quickly the roles had reversed. 

