Connected worship 04.01.17 – scriptures
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at
the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the
believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising
God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.
2 Corinthians 4 (MSG)
1-2
Since God has so generously let us in on what he is doing, we’re not
about to throw up our hands and walk off the job just because we run into
occasional hard times. We refuse to wear masks and play games. We
don’t manoeuvre and manipulate behind the scenes. And we don’t twist
God’s Word to suit ourselves. Rather, we keep everything we do and say
out in the open, the whole truth on display, so that those who want to can
see and judge for themselves in the presence of God.
3-4
If our Message is obscure to anyone, it’s not because we’re holding
back in any way. No, it’s because these other people are looking or going
the wrong way and refuse to give it serious attention. All they have eyes
for is the fashionable god of darkness. They think he can give them what
they want, and that they won’t have to bother believing a Truth they can’t
see. They’re stone-blind to the dayspring brightness of the Message that
shines with Christ, who gives us the best picture of God we’ll ever get.
5-6

Remember, our Message is not about ourselves; we’re proclaiming
Jesus Christ, the Master. All we are is messengers, errand runners from
Jesus for you. It started when God said, “Light up the darkness!” and our
lives filled up with light as we saw and understood God in the face of
Christ, all bright and beautiful.
7-12

If you only look at us, you might well miss the brightness. We carry
this precious Message around in the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary
lives. That’s to prevent anyone from confusing God’s incomparable power
with us. As it is, there’s not much chance of that. You know for yourselves
that we’re not much to look at. We’ve been surrounded and battered by
troubles, but we’re not demoralized; we’re not sure what to do, but we
know that God knows what to do; we’ve been spiritually terrorized, but
God hasn’t left our side; we’ve been thrown down, but we haven’t broken.
What they did to Jesus, they do to us—trial and torture, mockery and
murder; what Jesus did among them, he does in us—he lives! Our lives
are at constant risk for Jesus’ sake, which makes Jesus’ life all the more

evident in us. While we’re going through the worst, you’re getting in on
the best!
13-15

We’re not keeping this quiet, not on your life. Just like the psalmist
who wrote, “I believed it, so I said it,” we say what we believe. And what
we believe is that the One who raised up the Master Jesus will just as
certainly raise us up with you, alive. Every detail works to your advantage
and to God’s glory: more and more grace, more and more people, more
and more praise!
16-18

So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it
often looks like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is
making new life, not a day goes by without his unfolding grace. These
hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the
lavish celebration prepared for us. There’s far more here than meets the
eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the
things we can’t see now will last forever.
2 Peter 1:3-11 (NIV)
His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.
4
Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so
that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
5
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness;
and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to
self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to
godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from
being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind,
forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.
10

Therefore, my brothers and sisters,[a] make every effort to confirm your
calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble,
11
and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Colossians 3:12-17 (GNT)
12
You are the people of God; he loved you and chose you for his own. So
then, you must clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience. 13 Be tolerant with one another and forgive one
another whenever any of you has a complaint against someone else. You
must forgive one another just as the Lord has forgiven you. 14 And to all
these qualities add love, which binds all things together in perfect unity.
15
The peace that Christ gives is to guide you in the decisions you make;

for it is to this peace that God has called you together in the one body.
And be thankful. 16 Christ's message in all its richness must live in your
hearts. Teach and instruct one another with all wisdom. Sing psalms,
hymns, and sacred songs; sing to God with thanksgiving in your hearts.
17
Everything you do or say, then, should be done in the name of the Lord
Jesus, as you give thanks through him to God the Father.
Galatians 5 (NIV)
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh[a]; rather, serve one another humbly in love.
14
For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your
neighbor as yourself.”[b] 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or
you will be destroyed by each other.
16
So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit
what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that
you are not to do whatever[c] you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit,
you are not under the law.
19
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness,
orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like
this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things
there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us
keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking
and envying each other.

